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A New Research Aid

The Railway Observer in Digital Format on CD-ROM.
The Railway Observer has been published every month since 1929, recording members’ observations and since the mid 1930s usually including official stock changes.

Although an annual index has always been produced, the problem for researchers has often been how to find that elusive piece of information.  We are now easing that problem by having individual volumes professionally scanned and using professional quality OCR software the volumes are being converted to fully searchable and printable Adobe Acrobat PDF files. 

Elizabeth Cherry, the sister of our late member John Baker, most generously donated John’s collection of books and magazines to the Society.   As John was a keen researcher and a regular user of the Society’s library, it was thought appropriate to use half of the proceeds from the sale of those books, surplus to the Library’s needs, to finance this project. Elizabeth agreed that this would be a very appropriate project and that as a tribute to John we might call them the Baker Archive of RO’s on CD-ROM.   

The first four CDs to be produced were those for 1938, 1948, 1958 and 1968, followed by CD’s for 1940, 1941, 1942-3, 1944-5.  Two new CD’s for 1939 and 1947 should be available during October 2008.

Each volume is contained on one CD-ROM with available supplements. Locomotive stock books and allocations supplements are all included.  The individual monthly issues, index and supplements are all book marked and fully searchable, for any text, numbers or page number, within the RO or supplements, using Acrobat Reader, which is free software.

RCTS members are offered an introductory discount as each new batch is produced.

There may be dummy samples on show at the here, you may use this form to place orders by post or visit the Society’s web site www.rcts.org.uk  to place orders via e-commerce.

Also many bound volumes of magazines are for sale: from the RCTS Library. These include 

The Railway Observer’s (from1946) Stephenson Locomotive Society Journals (from1940), Continental Modeller (from Vol 1), and Modern Railways are all available foe sale. Enquire either by e-mail to:- Librarian@rcts.org.uk  or write with SAE to Terry Silcock, 17 Raisins Hill, Pinner, Middlesex, HA5 2BU.   As we are all volunteers, please allow UP TO 28 days for any delivery

==================================================================================

^please tear here^        Order form Branch Ref: …………………………………

Name:   .....................................................


Tel No:  .....................................................

Address:   ..................................................


.......................................................


e-mail: ......................................................


......................................................

Post code:.......................................



RCTS membership number: ..........................

I wish to order:RO 1938 + stock book @ £19.50 ......RO 1940 
@ £17   ...................



RO 1941   
@ £17...........
 
RO1942-3 
@ £17   ...............



RO 1944-5  
@ £17...........

RO 1948 + stock book at £19.50   .................



RO 1958   
@ £17...........

RO 1968   
@ £17    ..............

Expected: October 2008  --  RO 1939  @£19.50 ......…..RO 1947 @£19.50…...... (both have stock books)

Total Payment: £………......................           Including VAT and postage.

 Paid by Cheque value: ...................... 
(payable to: The Railway Correspondence & Travel Society)

 Paid by  VISA / MASTERCARD
No:     ............... / ...................../................/.............../  

  Start date:......./.......   Expiry date: ......../........       Security number: ......…......(back of card)




Signed:....................................……..Print Name:  .....................………………… Date: ........./......... /...........      

Give or send this form to: 

Terry Silcock, RCTS Librarian, 17 Raisins Hill, PINNER, Middlesex, HA5 2BU  
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